SCOTTISH   POLICY

which is our honour: the Scots, and specially the Governor,
having deluded our expectation as he hath done, and the treaty
not observed on their part, we may well, our honour saved, with
force cause them to know how they use us not accordingly as
their duty and as our proceeding towards them requireth.

And being these 8,000 men already by you put in such
areadiness, the same may be easily put in order and also furnished
with victuals to make this small journey, not being forty miles
if you depart from Wark, as we think you should do. And
further, if ye set forth in the evening, and sending for Sir George
Douglas before, make a pretence to him that your purpose is
to harry the Humes and Cam, and when you shall have passed
the first night, and rested the day following, so as you may in
the evening set forth again to be at Edinburgh the next morning,
and then only to disclose your whole enterprise to him, and then
to cause him to give the rest of the lords on our part advertise-
ment to have the better eye~ to the Cardinal and Governor, lest
they should steal away by Stirling bridge, and at the least do
endeavour themselves in that part to serve us. Whereby they
in Edinburgh shall be surprised or ever they mistrust any such
matter, so as they having then none other way to escape, shall
be fain and compelled to enter in to the castle with such number
as they have in the town, which if they so do shall be compelled
for lack of victual to yield both castle and town within, as we
think, four days. Or if they fortune any other way to escape, at
the least we think you may burn the town in spite of the castle,
by day or by night. Which effect only of burning the town, if
the other two fail, with -the damage you shall do to our enemies
in your return, shall be worth the charges of this enterprise;
which besides the small expenses thereof, can have no danger at
all, being Scotland as it now is divided, or at the least their forces
so laid down of late, that they shall be the more unready to be
shortly levied, seeing that there is some trust between them of
accord and agreement. As touching ordnance and munition,
considering the small abode to be made there, though we think
it not necessary that you carry with you any great abundance,
yet we think meet you shall carry with you a convenient propor-
tion of culverins, d(emi) culverins, and faucons, providing such